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I hat Nation is there ſo great, who hath 
| God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our 
God ts in all Things that we call npon 
him for t e "Wg 
And what Nation is there ſo great, that 

hath Statutes and Judgments ſo Righte- 
ous, as all this Law which I ſet before 
you this Day? Sera tA 
Only take heed to thy ſelf, and keep thy 
oul diligently, leſt thou forget the Things 
' which thine Eyes have ſeen, and leſt 
they depart from thy Heart all the Days 
of thy Life ; but teach them thy Sous, 
and thy Sos Sons. * 


1 


| HE particular Bleſſing, of this Days. in the 
happy Acceſſion of His preſent Majeſty to 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, being That 
which perfects and confirms to us all our 
former Bleſſings of Providence, will naturally lead 
me to take a general View of thoſe many add fig- 
dal Inſtances of Divine Goodneſs to this Church 
* Nation, down through a long Succeſſion of 
ges. 

To this Purpoſe I have choſe for my Text the 
Words of Moſes (now recited ) to the [raclites ; 
wherein he reminds that favourite People of the-great 
Privileges and Advantages they enjoy'd' above o- 
thers; and of their Duty conſequent thereon : which 
carry in them ſo plain and eaſy an Application to 

; A. our 
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our ſelves ; indeed, fo clearly ſpeak our Caſe and Ml © 
Circumſtances, that we may ſeem, as it were, or- h 
ginally and. ſtrictly meant. ; 

One great Privilege and Advantage enjoy'd by 
the Iraelites, and which in part diſtinguiſh'd them 5 
from all others, was, their being more peculiarly v 
under the Protection, and more pant tem the W 4 
Care of Providence, expreſs'd in this: What Num Wl , 
is there ſo great, who bath God ſo nigh unto them, u M 
the Lord our God is in all Things that we call wn to 
him for So We have been always very highly f- U 
vour d, and all along diſtinguiſh'd, as they, in Mer. WM 
cies and in the loving Kindneſs of the Lord. What ra 
Church and People are there at this Day under Hee pr 
ven, that can give more, and more ſignal, Inſtanct D 
of a Divine Providence ſtill concern 'd for, till N by 
watching over them for Good, than our own ? 1 

A ſecond great Privilege and Advantage enjoy d 
by the Hfraelites, and which further ſerv'd to diſtin- 
guiſh them from all others, was, the Excellency of N h 
their Law ; that is, of their whole Conſtitution, 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; in theſe Words: Au el 
what Nation is there ſo great, that hath Statutes au 
Judgmems ſo Righteous, as all this Law which I ſe | 

ore you this Day ? So We are ſingularly happy, Wein 
and eminently diſtinguiſh'd, as they, in our Church 
and Civil Government. What People is there at 
this Day in the World, ſo bleſſed by Conſtitution 
as we; ſo ſound and pure, as a Church; fo wel 
remper'd and order'd, as a State ? 

Then, for the Duty incumbent on the [/raelte; 
in conſideration of ſo great Privileges and Ad- 
vantages, it was This; that they ſhould make 
theſe Mercies and Favours effectual Motives t0 
Thankfulneſs, and to Obedience; and that they 


ſhould: preſerve the Memorial of them to all fuc- 
ceeding 
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ceeding Generations: Only take heed to thy ſelf, and 
keep thy Soul diligemly, leſt thow forget the things which 
thine Eyes have ſeen; and leſt they depart from t 

Heart all the Days of thy life; but teach them . 

Sons and thy Son's Sons. And ſeeing that our Pri- 
vileges and Advantages, in God's particular Prote- 
ction and Care of Us, and in That Excellency of 
eur Conſtitution both in Church and State, are 
ſo nearly the ſame with thoſe of the Iſraelites; We 
too are here taught what Returns to make for them. 
We muſt thankfully praiſe, and punctually ferve 
our God: we muſt not only our ſelves commemo- 


| rate all thoſe former and late ſignal Bleſſings of 


Providenc& (as we particularly do one of them this 
Day) but ſee, what in us lies, that it be done too 
by the remoteſt Poſterity , till Time ſhall be no 
more. I ſhall, | 


I. Speak to my Text, in ſhort, as it original- 
ly and ſtrictly reſpects the Hfraelites. And, 


II. Purſue it more fully, as applicable to our 
Lelves. 


I. I ſhall 8 to my Text, in ſhort, as it ori- 
ginally, and ſtrictly reſpects the Iſraelites. 


The firſt great Privilege and Advantage enjoy'd 
by the //7aelites, and which, in part, Siſtinguiſh'd 
them from all others, was, their being more pecu- 
larly under the Protection, and more remarkably 
the Care of Providence. What Nation is there ſo preat, 
who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God 
is in all Things that we call upon him for? 


And that the Iſraelites were thus a favourite peo- 
ple, r and protected by the Power, 
ucted by the Wiſdom of Heaven, 

A 2 
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gears moſt plain, upon a ſhort Survey of thei 
Hiſtory. Conſider them in their Head, as yet on- 
ly a 2 Seed, and in the Loins of their Fathn 
Avrabam : Abraham is particularly approv'd, cho- 
ſen, ſeparated ; is lov'd, countenanc'd, proſper d of 
God. Obſerye them next grown up into a Family 
under the Patriarch Jacob: A ſpecial Providence at: 
tends them; all the choiceſt Bleſſings of Heaven 
flow down upon them; they daily encreaſe in 
Wealth and Power; are all along ſignally diſtin 
xg and, in the End, wonderfully preſerv'd, 
lence let us follow them into Egypt 5 where, 
at firſt, they are kindly us'd, but after a Time 
miſerably oppreſs d and enflav'd ; yew de) gem 
and multiply exceedingly. And it is not long before 
God hears their Cries and will help, them. Heaven 
comes molt powerfully in to their Aſſiſtance; 
ſends all kinds of Plagues upon their Oppreſſors ; 
enriches them with the Spoils of their Neigh- 
bours ; miraculouſly. opens them a Paſſage thro 
the Red Sea; and finally drowns the Egyptian 
King and People in cloſe Purſuit of them. Ou 
next View of them is in the Wilderneſs. : Here, 
for their Diſobedience aud Hardneſs of Heart, they 
are made to wander the Space of Forty Tears ; ſtil 
ſupported by a Divine Power, honour'd with the 
heavenly Preſence, and. ſupplied by Miracle. And 
now. behold them paſſing the River Jordan; en- 
tring on that promis'd Land, a Land flowing with 
Ait and Honey; driving out the Inhabitants beſart 
them; taking Poſſeſſion of their Place and Plenty; 
and at length fully ſettled in Canaan. Thele 
Hints may ſuffice to clear and. illuſtrate that firl 
great Privilege and Advantage enjoy d by the J 
raclites; their being more peculiarly under the Pro- 
tection, and more remarkably the Care of Provis 


| gence, A fe. 
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A ſecond great Privilege and Advantage enjoy'd 
by the {/raecktes, and which further ferv'd ta di- 
ſtinguiſh them from all others, was, the Excel- 
lency of their Law ; that is, of their whole Con- 
ſtitution, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil: And what Va- 


ments ſo Righteons, as all this Law which I ſet before 
you this Day? 

1. If, Firſt, we conſider the Iſraelites, as' a 
Church, they were certainly in this View moſt 
happy 3 I mean for that Age of the World, their own 
Temper, and the Temper and Condition of Mankind 
at that Time, When groſs Ignorance and the thick. 
eſt Darkneſs had 6 the Face of the Earth, 
and Idolatry and Polytheiſm had obtain'd far and 
wide; when all other Nations and People were 
moſt wretchedly ſunk in Error, and under the 


| vileſt Deluſions that can well be imagin'd ; at the 


beſt, were ſtrangely bewildered, without any ſteady 
Principles, and in the utmoſt uncertainty of Things ; 
the Land of Goſhen, enjoy d full Day: r w 
and worſhipp'd the One true God; walk'd in Light 
and Knowledge; were directed to juſt Notions and 
Apprehenſions of God, in His Nature, and in His 
Providence ; and had a Rule or Law given them, 
both the plaineſt and beſt atteſted, that could well 
be deſir d. And as the [/aclites were thus peculi- 
ly happy in diſcerning the right Object of their 
Worſhip, and in conceiving of the Deity fuitably 
to His excellent Nature and Attributes; ſo were 
they bleſs'd too, with all reaſonable and proper Ad- 
vantages for Virtue and an Holy Life; and had as 
good proviſion. made them for Sobriety, Tempe- 
ance, and other the like Moral Graces, as they had 
a found Foundation laid for true Piety, and the ac- 
feptable Service of Heaven. The Moral Precepts 
| of 


6 A SERMON reached before 


of Moſes's Law were, no doubt of it, moſt Excel 
lent, being all founded in the very Nature and Rez 
ſons of Things; and the Eſſential, and Unchange. 
able Differences of Good and Evil. And what wx 
peculiar to the //7aelires, with regard to theſe, wx 
this, that they had them diſtinctly ſer down i 
writing, that they could not poſſibly miſs of then, 
or eaſily miſtake them: whereas the reſt of Man. 
kind were oblig'd to look narrowly within and 
ſtrike out Light unto themſelves ; which requir. 
ing Thought and Pains, they generally came ſhort 
of theſe moral Truths, or did not fo clearly di 
ſcern them. Even the Ceremonial and Ritual Pan 
of Moſess Law was excellent in its kind; and, 
conſidering the Humours and Circumſtances of 
the Hraelites, exceeding Wiſe and Good. That 
Multitude of Rites and Ceremonies ſerv'd for the 
more orderly Worſhip of God, and to keep the 
People from Idolatry ; they generally led them to 
and prepar d them for, Chriſt and his Goſpel, « 
Shadows of good Things to come. They were ſome 
of them of ſingular Efficacy to diſcountenance 
and correct Exceſs and Luxury; others carried in 
them ſignificant and uſeful Intimations of the true 
inward Purity ; and all of them had one inſtructive 
typical Aſpect, or another. 

2. If next, we conſider the Iſraelites as a State; 
They were evidently in this view alſo moſt happy. 
The Fewiſh Polity was always famous, univerſally 
approv'd, and moſt deſervedly applauded. Com. 
pare it with that of Rome, Athens, Sparta and 
others of the more celebrated Gentile States, theſe fall 
all very far ſhort of ir, or borrow their Excellency 
from it. The wiſeſt and greateſt of the Heathen 
Commonwealths, copied from the Fewiſh ; trat- 
ſcrib'd from them ſeveral of their choiceſt Im- 
1 provements; 


retait 
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„more. Indeed, the meaſures preſcrib'd the [raclites, 
ve whether in a private or publick Capacity, for ſet- 
ding, maintaining, and perperuating Peace, good 
order, and good Neighbourhood, carried in them 
{undeniable Marks of the moſt finiſh'd and con- 
n {Wfunmate Wiſdom ; and were all plainly found- 
m. Ned ia the ſtricteſt Equity and Juſtice : And it 
avere no eaſy thing ſo much as to contrive a 
ir. scheme, and 795 harder to inſtance in any Civil 
on Inſtitution and Government, where in general there 
di, night be, or are, better proviſions made, either 
for the encouragement of Humanity, Unity, 


nd, end a publick Spirit, on the one Hand; or for the 
of diſcountenancing Opprethon, Animoſity, and Self- 
ha ichneſs, on the Other. And let this ſatisfy in Proof 
the and Illuſtration of that ſecond great Privilege and 
the Advantage enjoy d by the [aclizes ; the Excellency 
to, of their Law ; that is, of their whole Conſtitution, 
 « Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. J proceed, 
me WW 3- To confider the {jraclites's Duty, conſe- 
nce quent on fo great Privileges and Advantages; 0 
1in Wake heed to thy ſelf, and te thy Soul diligently, left 
rus bn forget the Things which thine Eyes have ſeen, 
tive % dle depart from thy Heart all the Days of thy 
Life; but teach them thy Sons and thy Son's Sons. 
And this Duty was, Abt | 
1. Firſt, That they ſhould ſhow themſelves 
truly thankful for ; that is, preſerve a juſt 
Sehle of ſo great Goodneſs, and Mercies : only rake 


thou forget the things which thine Eyes have ſeen. 
And the reaſonableneſs of this firſt Branch of the 
Irraelites's Duty is ſo clear, and plain, as to admit 
of no Diſpute. While the World ſhall but yet 
tain the leaſt ſpark of Gratitude, any Feet 


heed to thy Self, and keep thy Soul PO left * 


' 
/ 
| 
: 
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of Honour (not to ſay Religion) indeed, but the 
common underſtanding of Men, it will always be 
allow'd that an extraordinary Providence, on Gods 
part, demands the utmoſt Acknowledgment; of 
any People that, enjoy ſo invaluable a Bleſſing, 
The ſmalleſt Tribute they can bring, is that of 
Thanks and Praiſes ; dt a lively Senſe of Be 
nefactions, is, at beſt, but a ſlender Return for 
them. | | 

* A Second Branch of the 1ſraclires's Duty, 
Was, 4 ſteady Obedience to that God, who had 
been {6 very Kind, and to that Law, which wi 
ſo very Excellent: leſt they depart from thy Hear, 
all the Days of thy Life, And the reaſonableneſs of 
ehis is fulF as evident, as that of the former Branch 
of the 1ſaelites's Duty; and wants as little to be 
ſupported by Argument. Obedience in general to 
God, as our Creator and Preſerver, is fo well foun- 
ded in Nature, and obvious from Reaſon, as none 
can doubt of. the Obligation, or not diſcern the 
Duty. Tis what common Senſe dictates to us, 
and is the great End of all Religion. Even thoſe 
ordinary Bleſſings of Life make this a Debt to Him; 
and much rather does a particular Providence and 
Care over us, require it at our Hands. Then, the 
perfecter and plainer our Rule, the more complet 
and, conſtant ſhould, be our Service, The better 
and purer our Principles, the more correct and re- 
gular ought. to be our Practice. If God hs 
given us ſo excellent a Law, our Lives muſt be the 
more exemplary, ; and in proportion to our Know- 
ge; ſuch mutt be our Piety and Virtue. There 
is yet, 

a . A Third Particular of the Iſcaelites's Duty, 
That they ſhould keep up the Memorial of God's 
great Goodneſs and Mercies to all 3 
* enen 


the UNIVERSITY of Cambridge. 9 


Generations; But teach them thy Sons, and thy Son's 
Sons. The Reaſonableneſs of this Branch of the 
| [[raclites's Duty, depends upon the Reaſonableneſs of 
Poſterity's rejoyc ing in the Bleſſing of their Ance- 
ſtors: And that this. is reaſonable, appears plainly, 
from. that near Relation which is between Parents 
and Children; from the very Nature of all Com- 
munities, and from the Benefit accruing to after 
Apes by every Bleſſing of the former. Tis high- 
y reaſonable a Son ſhould rejoyce in that Proſperity 
and Happinefs his Parents met with in the World; 
and this (without regarding any kind Influence it 
12s on his own Affairs) only as he deſcends from 
chem, is a part of them, and cannot but retain ſome, 
good Degree of Honour and Eſteem for them. Then 
be Nie Nature of a Community is, to be always the 
to me, in all Periods of Time: Therefore every: 
in Bleſfing of theirs, equally reſpects all Generations of 
one hem, preſent and to come. All Advantages con- 
the Nerd, at any time, upon a People, alike regard all 
us MWucceſhons of them. Moreover, there is real Be- 
oe Nrefit accruing to after- Ages by every Bleſſing of the 
im; {Wormer. There can be no National Bleſſing well 
and Nronceiy'd, but future Times will alſo be the better 


— > > 9 


the or it. It's Influences will neceſſarily, more or 
leat {els ſpread downwards ; and ſome ſhare, of the 
ter {Wappineſs' will always be communicated. to Poſte- 
re- rity, - | * 


And having thus, as briefly as I well could, ſpoken. 
to my Text, as it originally and ſtrictly reſpects the; 
jraclites : Having; clear'd and illuſtrated thoſe great 
Privileges and DL they enjoy'd, and by 
rhich they were diſtinguiſh'd; together with their 
Duty conſequent; thereon; I come | 


N . 
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II. To purſue my Text more fully, as applic. 
ble to our ſelves. | 
And as to that firſt great Privilege and Adi. 
tage enjoy d by the 1/aclites; their being more pe. i 


culiarly under the Protection, and more remarkabh 


the Care of Providence : I doubt not but to ſhey 


plainly, that We too have been always very highl 


favour'd, and all along diſtinguiſh'd, as they, i 
Mercies, and in the loving Kindneſs of the Lord. Wia 
Nation is there ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh un 
them, as the Lord our God is in all Things that e cal 
= Him for * What Church and People are there v 
this Day under' Heaven, that can give more, and 
more ſignal, Inſtances of a Divine Providence fil 
concern d for, ſtill watching over them for Good, 
than our own ? 8 

I ſhall confine” my Views more particularly u 
Religion; and inſiſt only on ſuch Inſtances of: 
kind and good Providence, as reſpect us, as a Church. 
From thoſe firſt preparatory Steps towards our being 
2 Chriſtian Church, down to that Time when we 
commenc'd a Reform'd Proteſtant Church. 
And to begin our Account from a State of Her 


theniſm ; when as yet we ſat in Darkneſs, and in tk 


Shatow - of Death; were groſly ſunk in Idolatry, 
and over-run with Barbariſm, We hence dare, 

. The firſt ſignal Inſtance of a kind and good Pro 
vidence j in that the Romant were ſent to invade 15 
and we were made at length a Province of the lr 
man Empire. That vaſt Progreſs and Extent d 
the Roman Conquelts a little before, and at, the com: 
ing of our Saviour, has commonly been obſeri's 
as moſt remarkably” providential, and a ſingular 
Contrivance' of infinite Wiſdom and Goodne; 
Thus preparing the World for the Reception d 
Chriſtianity, Where-ever the Roman Arms reach 


\ 
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and prevail'd, if they took away the Freedom of 
Nations, by making them Tributaries of Rome, 
chey left them Arts and Sciences, good Laws, and 
good Manners in Exchange. By this Means many 

Jof the more barbarous States and Kingdoms became 
civiliz d, and fo the better diſpos'd to embrace the 
C Goſpel, when it ſhould be offer'd them. As to our 
own Iſland in particular, when Julius Ceſar firſt 

invaded it, it's Inhabitants were rude and barbarous 
almoſt beyond Expreſſion. By degrees, as the Ro- 
an get Footing and advance their Conqueſts, we 
re t fad the Britains ſenſibly alter'd for the better. The 
Igreateſt Unhappineſs (in an humane View) that 
fil could befall a Free People, was here turn'd into the 
00% Mricheſt Bleſſing ; and the Britains were more than re- 
pay'd their Loſs of Liberty, in thoſe Improvements 
of Life and Mind they received in Lieu of it. 

And this may teach us both how myſterious, and 
ow wiſe the Divine Providence, that thus directs 
he moſt diſcouraging Appearances oftentimes to the 
moſt beneficial Ends, and even brings Good ont of 
Evil, when Grace and Mercy are determin'd on a 
People. Being thus prepar'd, in ſome Meaſure, to 
receive and welcome it. 

2. A ſecond ſignal Inſtance of a kind and good 
Providence, is, That of having the Goſpel actually 
breach d to us. By what Hand Chriſtianity was 
rſt planted here, we know not. Various have been 
he Conjectures of learned Men: The moſt ap- 
rov'd and plauſible of all which, is this, That it 
vas done by St. Paul. However, this Point is 
Do way Material to my preſent Purpoſe: My Bu- 


gular ineſs is with the Bleſſing it ſelf, which will be of 
ul e ſame Value, whoever convey'd it to us. And 
on 7 phat chiefly recommends and diſtinguiſhes it, in 
* ur particular Caſe, is, That we receiv'd it very 


B 2 early. 
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early. That Chriſtianity was firſt planted, ang 
the Foundations of a Church laid in this Iſland 
even ſo ſoon as the Reign of Tiberius, that is 
within Thirty ſeven Years from Chriſt's Nat. 
vity> is an Opinion indeed that has not wanted Ad, 
yocates, yet wants Arguments to ſupport it. Thu 
far may however be depended on, That a Chriſtin 
Church was begun here ſometime * within the A. 
r Age ; which is ſufficient to maintain ou 

rivilege, and illuſtrate God's great Goodneſs to 
us, in making the Light of his Goſpel, even thus carl, 
to ſhine upon us. What Succels it met with immg 
diately, at it's firſt Appearance, and how far it the 
if od and prevail'd, we are no where diſtinctly told, 

aly we are ſure it took Root at that Time, tho i 
might not yet obtain ſa wide. And from thek 
Secds, however thinly ſown, we. ſhall eber long req 


a very plentiful Harveſt, Which brings me to 


8 Fa A third ſignal Inſtance of a kind and good Pro: 
vidence towards us; in giving Chriſtianity ſo ſpeedy 
and great Encreaſe and Strength in this Iſland. Afte 
a Time, we hear that Lucius (one of our Britiſh Kings 
ſuppos'd to have heen allowed by the Amani) receive 
the Faith; and by his Example and Influence, Muli. 
tudes of others: And Chriſtianity now ſpreads over 
much the greateſt Part of this Nation, and gets a ſort 
of Settlement among us. This happening towards the 
latterEnd of the Second Century, we have commonly 
been allow'd the Honour and Happineſs of having 
the firſt Chriſtian King in the World, and of being 
the firſt Province that embraced the Goſpel by pub- 
lick Authority. *Tis confeſs'd ſeveral have appear'd 
to disbelieve, at leaſt: to doubt, the Truth of thi 
Story of Lacixs; which has been owing to ſome 


* Stillingflect's Orig. Britan cape 1. page 35 
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corrupt Additions, and Monkiſh Fables mix'd with 
the Relation: As we know the ordinary Effect of 
Saying ſo much more than is true, is, To make 
what really is true, ſuſpected. Clear but the Ac- 
count of theſe Corruptions and falſe Mixtures, it is, 
for Subſtance, well atteſted, and may be relied on. 
The only conſiderable Difficulty is, That it ſeems 
to imply, either that the Goſpel was never known 
here till Lucius; or that this was a ſecond Conver- 
ſion of our Iſle to Chriſtianity : Becauſe Lucius is 
ſaid * to have ſent to Kome, and to have receiv'd 
Chriſtianity thence ; which ſure he had not done, 
had there been a Chriſtian Church here at that 
old, WW Time. But to this it is anſwer'd, + That Lucius, 
o it Was is moſt probable, ſent not to Rome to receive 
he the Goſpel, but to get Aſſiſtance thence for the 
reap propagating and ſpreading it in this Ifle; and, it 
may be, for a fuller Knowledge and Confirmation 
pro: of the Chriſtian Principles, from That Church, 
eech then fo deſervedly famous throughout the World ; 
lte and where, if any where, he might ſuppoſe the 
ing Golpel was taught in it's true Purity. Tis ſure 
eivs i Chriſtianity made a mighty Progreſs here; new 
Lulii- Wi Proſelyres were every Day added; Multitudes 
over converted. 
3 fon But it has commonly been the Method of Provi- 
ds the FW dence (whether in Anger and Puniſhment, or Pity 
nonly {Wand Kindneſs to a Nation) not to allow them an 
aving{Wconſtant and uninterrupted Flow of Succeſs and 
being MW Bleſſings ; but ſomerimes to make Breaks in their 
Proſperity; bring a Cloud over their Happineſs; and 
ave them a Taſt at leaſt of Affliction and Sorrows. In 
That hopeful and promiſing Way were we, I have 
been ſpeaking of, when thoſe Pagan Saxons over-run 


* Bed. Hiſt. Eccl. L 1. e. S illi fleet Ori. Bri:. 
. 2, þ» 66, Cc. | + 1 tiling ad do, 
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and conquer this Iſland; which puts a ſtop to the 
growing Intereſts of Chriſtianity here; and drive 
the Church into a very narrow Compaſs. And 
This leads me to 

4. A further ſignal Inſtance of a kind and good 


Providence, in the converſion of our Saxon Ance. 


ſtors from Pagariſm to the Faith of Chriſt, A very 
mall Accident (but providential ſure ) gives rife, 
as uſual, to this great and happy change of Affain. 
Some Beautiful Youths, we are told * heing ex- 


pos d to ſale at Rome, their fair and graceful Coun | 


tenances firſt draw the Eyes of Gregory ( then on- 

Arch-Deacon of the City) to admire them, 
This leads him to ask ſome Queſtions concerning 
them; who, and whence they were. And being 
inform'd they were by Nation Britains, by Edu- 
cation Pagans; commiſerating their Condition, he 
crys out, what a deplorable Thing it was that the 
Father of Darkneſs ſhould be Maſter of ſuch Angelic 
Faces : And preſently obtains licenſe of his Biſhop, 
to go and convert this People. But ſetting out 
upon his Journey, is recall'd; the Citizens of Rom 
not bearing the abſence of One, for whom they 
had ſo ſingular a Love and Eſteem. Gregory is ſoon 
after advanc'd to be Pope; and now reſolves to efte# 
that by another, which he was not permitted to do 
himſelf. Auſtin the Monk is ſent hither; arrives in 
Kent ; is well receiv'd; opens his Errand ; propoſes 


the Goſpel; and converts the Countrey. From 


this time Chriſtianity thrives and flouriſhes exceed. 
ificent Structures are every where rais'd 


ingly. M 
for the — Worſhip of God. Tythes are 2 


propriated and ſettled for the Maintenance of the 
Maniſtry, Great Privileges and Immunities are grant- 


e 


ed 
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ed the Clergy. In a Word, the Church is form'd 
into a regular and well conſtituted Body, and puts 


; on at once the appearence of Strength and Beauty. 
But the very beſt Condition of Humane Affairs 
vs never yer without Mixture and Allay, There 
„s 10 worldly Good, but comes attended with Evil, 
or admits of it after a Time: and ſo we ſee it in 

4 the Caſe before us. This Converſion of our Saxon 
N Anceſtors to Chriſtianity, by means of the Biſhop 
\. of Aome, proves a fatal Blow to that firſt undoubt- 
. ed Independency of the Britiſo Church; paves the 
n. vay for Romiſh Tyranny and Uſurpation; and brings 


us, in the End, but too far under Subjection to 
the Pope: which Subjection introduces, b 3 
almoſt Infinite Corruptions into this Church, in 


de However it ought to be remembred to our Honour, 


„ aud obſery'd as an Argument of our peculiar Hap- 
t bineß; that we ſtood out the braveſt and longeſt 


lagainſt Papal -Encroachments : And, after all, were 


ocker Churches. Which points us to 


Providence ; that, in a general Defection and De- 
generacy of the Church of God, We of this Na- 
ional Church were never ſo corrupt, and ſunk in 
he common Calamities of thoſe Times, but that, 


* have already hinted at that firſt riſe of Papal Power 
ied Mong us. Our receiving of the Goſpel from Rome in 


be medling here; and ſo, as that Church grows 
Vicious and Tyrannical, we ſhare the Infection, 


Late Archbiſhop of York's Thankſgiving Sermon, 1693. 
Fol. I. Sermon KIII. 45 . whe ad 


> Wraith, in Doctrine, in Worſhip, in Diſcipline. 


never brought under Bondage and Corruption like 
5. Another ſignal Inſtance of a kind and good 


as a great Prelate obſerves * Popery as here a diffe= 
ent Thing from what it was in the Southern Climates. 


hoſe Saxon Times, gives the Popes a fair pretence to 


hy 
— 
— — —— — 
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and feel it's Inſolence. But the Papal Authority 
gets in only by degrees, and not without frequent 
Conte ſts, and much ſtruggle; is often hard put to 
it to maintain it's Ground ; and never, I think, ab. 
ſolutely prevails. When Auſtin firſt arrives here, 
we find the ſmall Remams of the Britiſh Church, 
boldly aſſerting their Liberty, and utterly difown- 
ing all Subjection to the See of Rome. And all 2. 
long before, and under the Savon Heptarchy, and 
after we became an Eftabliſh'd Monarchy in Fx. 
bert; tho* we may indeed often diſcern ſome leſſer 
Papal Encroachments got in, or growing upon us, 
our Kings, in the main, preſerve their Supremacy, 
and our Church it's Independency. After the No. 
man Conqueſt, the Pope's Authority ſhoots up 2. 
pace. In every Reign almoſt the Pope gains more 
or leſs, u our Princes, till K. John, when he 
ſeems to have got his full Demands. But all ws 
manifeſtly the Effect of Force or Fraud, Threat 
or Artifice; of watching ſeaſonable Conjunctures; 
and taking advantage of perplex'd Affairs. There 
was never any clear Conſent, or free Approbation, 
or indeed perfect Submiſſion: But frequent Com- 
mts and Remonſſrances are made to Rome. And 
when no Redreſs follow'd” theſe, Recourſe was had 
to Acts of Parlianients and Laws; to Statutes of 
Proviſors and Premunires. And if theſe were not 
yet ſo effectual, they ſhow Us however the Senk 
of the Nation: and having been never repeal'd 
we find at length a very good uſe made of then 
*ſor finally extirpating the Pope's Power out of thi 
Kingdom. | 
This being the Caſe of the Papal Supre. 
may, that it was never well ſettled, or indeed 


edi Ki | | 
* Burnet's Hiſt, Reform, Fol. I. B. II. p. 106, KG. 
Las quietly 
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quietly ſubmitted to here; we may fairly conclude, 
when this grand Foundation of all was not well laid, 
the Building could have no Perfection, or Firm- 
neſs. Pope ry muſt always have been a very different 
Thing with us, from what it was with others, where 
the Pope's Authority was leſs diſputed. And we 
. aw, when this ſupport, which had ever been weak 
„and tottering, was once wholly taken away, how 
don the entire Fabrick follow'd. And thus am I 
„ oome as low down as the Reformation. Which is, 
ſer 6. Another, and the laſt Signal Inſtance I ſhall 
us, ume, of a kind and good Providence towards us. 
„e have ſeen the Divine Goodneſs eminently diſ- 
„ play'd, in Firſt preparing us to be, and preſently 
,- {Wnaking of us a Chriſtian Church: In giving Chri- 
de ſtianity fo ſpeedy and great Encreaſe and Strength 
te in this Tfland : In ſupporting this glorious work 
vs ey 2 new Converſion after the Saxon Conqueſt : 
«as And in preſerving us (however comparatively) Sound 
es: nd Free, in a general Apoſtacy and N 
der And now we come to admire a while the Good - 
ion, ves of that Providence, which, when we were but 
ome oo far funk in the common Miſery and Corrup- 
anton of the Times, reſtor'd us to the true Primitive 
had Purity, and made of us a Reform'd Proteſtant 
Church. And here it ought not to paſs unobſery'd, 
chat, as Arts and Civility providentially led the 
dene ray to our firſt Reception of Chriſtianity, ſo the 
ard, Reſtoration of Learning no leſs providentially 
hem leads to a Reformation. Ignorance has been juſtly 
crhis reckon d the Mother of Superſtition ; and Popery, 
8 it cheifly gain'd Ground in thoſe darkeſt Ages 
upre- of the Church, fo could only loſe it again upon a 
deed Rerival of True and Solid Literature. 
This was the general Preparation towards a Re- 
formation, As to what more particularly gave oc- 
caſion 
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caſion to its and the ſteps by which it arriy'd'y 
length to maturity and a ſettlement; theſe are ſuff. 
ciently well known; and 1 have now neither Time 
nor Inclination to ſpeak diſtinctly to em. 
And from theſe Inſtances here given of a kind 
and good Providence; from our firſt Reception of 
the Goſpel, down to our reſcue from Popery; i 
appears, I think, moſt plain, that we have been i. 
ways very highly favour'd and all along diſtin 
ulli dd, as the HMraelites of old, in Mercies and in te 
—— Kindneſs of the Lord. To confirm this Truth, 
and compleat the Hiſtory of ſignal Providences u 
this Church and Nation, I ſhould continue my 
Account from the Reformation down to the preſent 
Times : In which Space, we have certainly very 
ſurprizing Inſtances of a ſpecial Providence, in mary 
wonderful Bleſſings and Deliverances. But Thek 
come under that other Branch of my Deſign, to 
which (beſpeaking your Patience a while) I noy 
haſten. 
As to That ſecond great Privilege and Advantage 
enjoy'd by the 1ſraclires, The Excellency of ther 
Law ; that is, of their whole Conſtitution, Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil: I doubt not but to ſhow tht 
We too are ſingularly happy, and eminently diſtin: 
guiſb'd, as They, in our Church, and Civil Gor 
vernment. What Nation is there ſs great, that bat 
Statutes and fudgments ſo Righteous, as all this Lau 
which I ſet before you this Day? What Nation 
there at this Day in the World, ſo bleſs'd by Con 
ſtitution, as We ; fo ſound and pure, as a Church; 
ſo well temper' d and order'd as a State? 

As to our Civil Government, it were lf 
for me, and a moſt entertaining Subje& to tel 
the Excellencies and Beanties of This Part of out 
Conſtitution, To ſhew how nicely ballanc'd, and cu 


riouſſ 
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rioaſly contriv d and fram'd a Polity Ours is. How 


- WF well {ecur'd we are from Tyranny and Deſpotick 
„power on the one Hand,; from popular Inſolence 

and Anarchy, on the other. How the Liberties 
or the People are guarded againſt the Arbitrary 
of! WF Will of the Prince; and the Rights of the Crown 
i WF fenc'd againſt the Encroachments of the People. To 
a WF ſhew, in ſhort, the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our 
. WF Laws, and how full Proviſion has been made for 
1 ſettled, regular, and equal Adminiſtration of Ju- 
th WF ſtice. But having confin'd my ſelf particularly to 


Religion, I am only concern'd to ſpeak to our Hap- 
neſs, as a Church; that is, to ſhew the Excel- 
ent N lency of our Reformation, Which evidently ap- 
er) pears, if | 
. Firſt, We confider it in a View to Popery. 
ber As in general there cannot be a more effectual 
% Means thought of for bringing Men to a juſt 
nö Senſe and Reliſh of their preſent Happineſs, than 
to remind them of their late Miſery ; and the Ex- 
tage WWcellency of a Thing is never better ſet off and 
er inuſtrated, than in oppoſition to it's contrary : fo 
eck. N particularly, with Regard to what I am now up- 
that Won, there is not a more powerful Method of 
leading Men to ſee and value their Privilege, as 
Members of a Proteſtant Church, than to obſerve 


bu" eo them how greivous a Yoke They have eſca- 
L ped, in ſeparating from the Church of Rome; 
5 and the Excellency of our Reformation never 
0 


ſhines ſo bright, and to ſo good Advantage, as in 
| View to Popery. Our Fore-fathers, that actual- 
ly felt its Weight, and groan'd under the Bur- 
hen, as They had long wiſh'd for, fo Thy 
preatly reſcyc d to ſee, That Day, when Papal Su- 


f out Wremacy and © Infallibility (thoſe Two mighty 
"2 Engines by which che Coure of Rowe had gon 
| i : 


\ 
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ſo far to enſlave the World) ſhould be baniſh'd thi 


L 
Iſle. For our Parts, who never have had ſo ſenſ. Wo 
ble Experience of Thoſe woeful Miſeries, Corruy 1 
tions, and Oppreſſions, to fix in our Minds a jut WW i 
Abhorrence of Komiſh Superſtition, and a juſt Va n 
for our Reformation, we muſt a while put our («lv WF 
in the Place of our Anceſtors, and imagine that we Wt: 
- ſhare in the A fflictions of their Times. However, WW :! 
Popery might always have been here a differen 

Thing from what it was in other Countries; yet, ip: 
even with us, it was grown ſo Erroneous, and witli 
fo laviſh, that both our Rights, as Men, and pro- ju 
miſes, as Chriſtians, call'd aloud for Reformation, Wi li: 
The Time would fail me to be particular, and to ſpei w 
to every Grievance of Thoſe Ages, wherein Pope-Mi ſp 
ry prevail'd; and which, either affected Men's . 
tereſts in this, or the other World. In gener on 
the Burthen of Popery, as it ſtood at the Refor- de 
mation, appears in almoſt infinite Impoſitions . 
the Minds and Conſciences, the Liberties, Good on 
and Eſtates, of our Fore-fathers. How many ad, do 
ditional Articles of Faith, new Sacraments, rer Po 
Doctrines, without Countenance from Scripture, oi of 
Antiquity, nay, repugnant both to them and con ty 
mon Senſe; yet made neceſſary to be receiv'd, in Cl 
implicit Submiſſion, and blind Obedience to t has 


Church? Next, for That uſurp'd Authority ev Ct: 
cis'd here of the Biſhop of Rome, whereby all Den 
grees and Orders of Men, even our Princes then ma 
ſelves, were, in ſome Meaſure, ſubject to the Pope if pe: 
This was all downright Tyranny, and a violent lg Va 
vaſion on the Liberties of our Anceſtors ; which reſt 
tho' they always ſtomach'd and reſented, yet wet 
forc'd to comply with, and never could get clear d 
till the Reformation. Then what * immenſe Sun 


io M, Paris, P. 549. Edit. Watts. 
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were Yearly ſent out of this Kingdom to Rome; 
on various Pretences claim'd and exacted ; that our 
Treaſure was well nigh exhauſted, and Our Nation 
impoveriſh'd ? Add to theſe, a Multitude of filly and 
ridiculous Rites, Uſages, and Cuſtoms, of the Ro- 
miſþ Church; which only ſerv'd to feed Superſti- 
tion, embarraſs Religion, and eat out the Heart of 

all true Devotion. We may | 
2. Secondly, Conſider our Reformation, in com- 
pariſon with other Reform'd Churches. This will 
further help to clear up our Privilege, lead us to a 
juſt Senſe of our Happineſs, and ſhew us our pecu- 
liar Excellence. To be brought thus cloſe together, 
will make our Advantage and Superiority more con- 
ſpicuous ; and every Blemiſh of the Reformation 4- 
broad, will naturally ſet a Mark of Diſtinction up- 
on our own ar Home. In a View to Popery in- 
deed there is no Part of the Reformation, but is 
truly excellent and beautiful. Our's is not the 
only Church that has bravely aſſerted it's Free- 
dom, thrown off the Tyranny, and eſcaped the 
Pollutions of Rome. Tis the common Happineſs 
of all the Reform'd Churches, to ſurpaſs, in Puri- 
ty and Soundneſs, the Romiſh. But our Engliſh 
Church ſhines out with a diſtinguiſh'd Luſtre, and 
has a peculiar Beauty, beyond all other Reform'd 
Churches, To be reform'd, does not reach and 
expreſs our whole Happineſs: We make, we 
may fairly ſay, the brighteſt and goodlieſt Ap- 
pearance of all that are ſo. As We have al- 
ways been the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt, ſo are We the Glory of the Reformation. 
have obſerv'd above, that in that general Cor- 
ruption of the Church of God, — Uſurpation 
of the Court of Rame; We of this Church were 
never ſo deep in the Apoſtacy, or paſſive to the Ty- 
| | rannys 


22 A SERMON preach'd before 


ranny, as others; but frequently oppos'd our ſelyg 
to riſing Encroachments, and remonſtrated our Grie. 
vances. And when it pleaſed the wiſe Providence 
to ſet on Foot a Reformation, and bring his Church, 
in part, out of that more than Egyptian Darkneſs and 
Bondage of Popery, our's was one of the firſt King. 


doms that came in to it, We were as earl, asay, 


to entertain the good Motion; made as happy 1 
Progreſs in Reforming, and arriv'd as ſoon at a Set. 
tlement. And as our Reformation yields to none, 
in Point of Time; ſo has it pretty plainly the Ad. 
vantage of all the Reform'd Churches, in Point of 
Dignity and Excellence. To gow our Privilege, 

be made throughly ſenſible of our peculiar 
Happineſs, we may obſerve of our Reformation, 
That it was firſt entred upon, all along proſecuted, 
and at length finiſh'd and ratify d by a juſt and pro- 
per Authority; which, I fear, is more than can be 
faid of every Part of the Reformation: The People 
in many Places, either not expecting the Aſſiſtance, 
or not waiting the Motions of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
having taken upon themſelves the Buſineis of Re. 

ing. We may, next, obſerve of our Refor- 
mation, that it was firſt begun, and all along carried 
on ſoberl and coally; which, I ſappoſe, is not 
true of every Part of the Reformation. And 
from theſe two Obſervations, we may fairly cot 
clude (what is certainly ſo in Fact) That our 
Reformation is of all others the moſt pure and 
perfect. Where the People have been Reformers 
and hurried on by intemperate Zeal and Fury, 
Heat and Paſſion, They would naturally paſs the 
Bounds of Prudence and Reaſon ; and fo, whik 
ſome have been plucking our the Tares, They have 


gone near 10 rot wp alſo the Wheat with them, We 


ma ; | | 
4 3. Thirdy 
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. Thirdy, Conſider our Reformation more 
ſtrictly in it's ſelf. In a view to Popery it mani» 
feſtly appears molt Excellent; and even in compa- 
riſon with other Reform'd Churches, it has pretty 
plainly the advantage. But it is not barely com- 
peratively beautiful. Tis moreover ab/olutely o ; 
and needs not the help of a Foil to ſet off it's ſine 
Complection and Features. It carries it's own Re- 
commendation along with it; has a true and ſolid 
Excellence in it's ſelf; and will bear to be 

view'd and examin d. Such indeed as want Appli- 
cation, Abilities, or Leiſure to ſearch, and ſpy out 
it's abſolute Perſections, may do well to = this 
eaſy Method of being convinc'd of their happi- 
neſs, as Members of the Church of England, to 


q oppoſe it to Popery , and other parts of the Re- 
o. Wormation : But _- good Judge will 1 
be diſcern that it has almoſt infinite real and poſi- 


tive Graces, and Beauties; and diſdains to be be- 
holden to the Vices or Blemiſhes of other Churches; 
o give it a Luſtre and Value. This is it's great 
:xcellence, that it comes extreamly near that moſt 
pprov d and propos'd Pattern of the Ancient Church 
ff Chriſt. This was that Model of a Church which 
dur Judicious and Pious Reformers had all 

n their Eye; that Rule they ſet themſelves to re- 
orm by. And all that know any thing of the 
Original State, Principles, and Practices of the firſt 
britian Churches, muſt allow, that, if they did 
ot give us an exact Copy, they were however 
ery happy in the Draught they left Us. T have 


the et now time diſtinctly to purſue every particular 
hie Pace and Excellence of our Engliſh Church; in 
ane I eith, in Doctrine, in Worſhip, in Government. 
We general I can only obſerve, that, as to Her 


an, She is ſound and orthodox, full and 1 K 
| | Des olds 
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holds every Article that is ſtrictly neceſſary, and 
no more than are ſo; has thoſe two grand Au. 
thorities, Antiquity and Univerſality, on Her ſide; 
and ſtands upon the joynt Teſtimony of Scripture 
Tradition, Comncils, and Fathers. As to Her Ds 
Erines, She is Juſt and True, Rational and Pure; 
Theſe all eaſily recommend themſelves to fair un- 

judic'd Minds; fall in with the common prin. 
Ciples and ſenſe of Mankind; are built upon the Foun 
dation of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; are agreeable to 
our natural Notions of God and Religion ; ard 
ferve admirably to the Improvement and Perfe. 
ction of the Chriſtian Life. As to Her Waorſhy, 
She is Simple and Plain, Grave and Solemn: b 
neither Pompous and Theatrical, on the one Hand; 
nor yet Sullen and Slovenly, on the Other: avoid. 
ing the two Extreams of Popiſh Pageantry and Pu- 
ritan affected Nakedne ſs; is — Formal and 
Superſtitious, nor yet Looſe and Diſorderly; in 
ſhort, Her Ceremonies are few and thoſe Signif- 
cant and Inſtructive; and is no more encumbred 
with Rites, than She is barren of Ornaments, 
Then, as to Her Government, She is Regular and 
Beautiful, Modeſt and Temperate : Is form'd upor 
the Plan of the firſt and pureſt Ages; keeps cloſe to tie. n- 
Old Hierarchy, and Ancient Rules; and, if faub 
ty in any thing, it is in too great Lenity and Mid- egen 
neſs. Such is our Engliſb Reformation, or Church: 
A Church (to ſum up Her Character in the Word, vi 
of one of Her moſt Eloquent and Learned Biſnop lat { 
* In it's Faith moſt Primitive; in it's Orders moſt M band 
poſtolical ; in it's Diſcipline moſt moderate; in it's C c 
rity | moſt Diſfuſtve; in it's Devotions moſt Spiritual, pur! 
to the Subſtance; moſt Decent, as to the Circum 
ſtances. | 


* Late Biſhop of Rocheſter's Viſitation Charge. A Divin 
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And thus does the Excellency or Happineſs of 
zur Engliſb Reformation appear plainly, conſider'd, 
bn a view to Popery; in compariſon with Other 
Reform'd Churches; and even more ſtrictly in it's 
ſelf, Let us only further, in full Confirmation 
of all, by 
4. Fourthly conſider it, as having Divine Atte 
ation given it, in a continued Series of great and 
onderful Providences. Theſe mightily ſtrengthen 
pur Argument; ſeeing that muſt needs have a real 
xcellency, in behalf of which God has interpos'd 
d oft, and ſo ſignally. I can only hint at them. 
n Queen Elizabeth's Reign we find a reſtleſs Popiſb 
Party all along buſy at Home, and ſo a Popiſh In- 
vel always active Abroad, to deſtroy ſo good a 
Queen, and in her the Reformation: but all Pro- 
ſects and Attempts to this End, Foreign and Do- 
peſtick, Open and Secret, that Invincible Armada, 
nd ſo frequent A ſſaſſination Plots, providentially 
iſcarry. In the next Reign I need only remind 
ou of that moſt Inhumane and Helliſh Powder- 
Plt contriy d and form'd by the ſame Popiſh Party 
nd Popiſh Intereſt, and with the ſame view, to 
dyerturn our Reformation, and reſtore Romiſh Su- 
perſtition 2 but this is moſt providentially detected, 


' 


— Ind when juſt ripe for Execution, moſt ſeaſonably 
* lefeated. King Charles the Firſt's Reign, *tis true, 
ri” iltead of being diſtinguiſh'd, as uſual, in Bleſſings, 


$ viſited in Judgements. We now ſeem loſt to 
hat ſo indulgent Providence; and look like a People 
bandon'd of Heaven. We fee at once the Fall 
ft Church and Monarchy. But neither ſhall 
dur Reformation always Mourn, nor our Civil 
onſtitution finally periſh : They both revive 
it a Reſtoration, This was a memorable Act of 
Pine Goodneſs indeed; Lo the Bleſſing 1 

ve 


— > 
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have been more compleat and laſting, had not 2 
unhappy Prince brought back with him from Exil, 
ſo deep a Tincture of Popery, and fatal liking ty 
Arbitrary Power. King James the Second com. 
ing to the Crown, ſoon openly declarcs himlelf | 
Papiſt, and claims to be ſuperior to Law; maks 
the dangerous Experiment of ſubjecting us again 
to Kowe ; and drives on furiouſly to undo, and 
be... undone. The Prince of Orange reſcues u 
from Popery and Ruin: A new Occaſion of Tri 
umph is given our Reformation: We hence dn 
the Revolution. This makes way for the Cloris 
of a late Reign; in which, as no Times could eie 
yet match our Succeſſes againſt a Popiſh Monarch 
and Intereſt Abroad; fo fer have ſeen the Church 
in greater Peace and Happineſs at Home: We fy 
it grac'd by the Example, ſtrengthen'd by the Au 
thority, and enrich'd by the Boum of our Sow 
raign. And this brings me down to the Bleſſing 
the Day; the happy Acceſſion of His preſent Mts 
jeſty to the Throne of rheſe Kingdoms, This 1 
that Bleſſing, which, as I obſerv'd, perſects and 
confirms to us all our former Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence ; which, after frequent Strugglings, and 
ſeveral ſtrange Eſcapes, and yet new Fears, nev 
Difficulties, new - Dangers ariſing to the Church 
could an ſettle and perpetuare to us and all Poſts 
rity, aur Reformation. A Popiſh Prince Suprean 
Head of the Church of England; and a Roni 
Defender of the Reform'd Faith, are Abſurditis 
and Cont radict ions ſure, which none will dare t 
receive, or hope to reconcile, or ſo much s tt 
to ſoften But tes Inconſiſtencies are now 10 
more: The hovering Cloud, that threatned Run 
is happily diſpers d and gone: Our Reformatio 
has obrain'd new Liſe; in that we ſee a Pt 
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fart King on the Throne, whoſe Virtues to a- 
dom, Affections to cheriſh, and gracious Purp 

to promote, the Church, could an be fo weak 
25 to call in queſtion, yet never can it enter into 
aur. Thoughts; to whom he has particularly gi- 
yen ſo conſiderable Earneſs of that Enc | 
ment, which a Dutiful Clergy and Loyal Uni- 
verſities may always PE upon Him for. 

It will now be high Time for me to relieve your 
Patience, We ſee _y our great Privileges and 
LAdvantages, let me conclude with only one Word 
or two reſpecting our Duty, conſequent on fo great 
Privileges and Advantages. 

We muſt, firſt, ſnhew our ſelves truly thankful 
for them; that is, preſerve a grateful Senſe of em. 
Next, we muſt pay a ſtrict Obedience to fo good 
God, and to ſo excellent a Religion; that is, live as 

orthy SubjeRs of the State, as worthy Members 

of the Church. Laſtly, we muſt ſee to tranſmit 
the Remembrance of ſo great Goodneſs and Mer- 
„ies, down to all ſucceeding Generations, 
e The Reaſonableneſs of theſe ſeveral Branches of 
Pro- our Duty having been clear'd above, in the Caſe of 
and Hehe Thais, I need fay nothing in Proof of it here, 
Our Privileges and Advantages being ſo nearly 
the ſame, as thoſe of the Hraelites of old, as our 
Duty muſt neceſſarily be the ſame, fo muſt it al- 
ways ſtand upon the ſame Foundations. Then, as 
o the Duty it ſelf, what is more particularly im- 
l led in each diſtin& Branch of it, and what we 
e ue to do in diſcharge of it, I ſhall not preſume 
1s inſtruct and exhort this Audience, fo well qua- 
a ed to underſtand, fo diſpoſed to practice it. 
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